
Now that I have retired, I 

have more time to look and 

listen to the variety of birds in 

the garden and local parks.  

We took part in the RSPB 

survey last year and were 

delighted to be able to record 

goldfinches, green finches, 

coal tits, blue tits of course, 

robins, blackbirds, 

nuthatches, great tits and not 

so welcome, plenty of wood 

pigeons.  We used to have 

more jays but perhaps the 

increased numbers of 

magpies have forced them 

out.  This year we have a 

great spotted woodpecker on 

the bird feeder every day, 

which is a real pleasure as is 

listening, the tiny wren who 

can sing with such beauty and 

volume, and the long tailed 

tits who only come in gangs, 

chattering to each other like 

teenagers at the bus stop!  

When I was a child in the 

1940’s in Salford, we fed our 

few hose sparrows with 

crumbs on top of the air raid 

shelter, what a joy can now 

be found in our parks and 

gardens. 

Sue Colman 

 

 

Birds, in Brooklyn Crescent Park….. 

Fran Frodsham has very 
kindly offered the use of the  
poly tunnels at Woodbank 
Park, where we held last 
year’s most successful event. 

As well as the ‘serious’ 
side— latest news and the 
Workshop—Fran has offered 
to again run a fun competition 
(last year’s was a fantastic 
quiz) and there will of course 

be the traditional Strawberry 
Tea as well as coffees to wel-
come you all. 

Just in case, in the unlikely 
event it rains, we plan to have 
a small PA system on hand so 
that you can hear every word 
said by the presenters. 

Fran will also prepare a dis-
play of heritage books and 
gardening tools, so if you have 

any of these you could lend 
for the day we would be most 
grateful. 

The tunnels are located 
just inside the park from the 
entrance from Park Lane (off 
Turncroft Lane off of Hall 
Street the A626). A car park  is 
accessible via Turncroft Lane. 

Networking Day 
Saturday 3rd of September 2016 in Woodbank Park Poly Tunnels: 

Save The Date 



Starting a strimmer at the Power Tool Training Day 

Last year over 40 

volunteers from Friends 

Groups attended the Task 

Leader and First Responder 

(First Aid) courses run by 

SMBC and Solutions SK. Many 

of them also attended the 

Power Tool Usage courses so 

that they could use light power 

tools (petrol engined grass 

cutters, line strimmers, hedge 

cutters, and back  

pack leaf blowers). Battery 

powered versions  and other 

small battery powered tools 

are also covered, including 

screwdrivers and so on. 

Though not many people have 

yet used these tools (as far as 

I know), it can’t be long before 

we will be doing so. The 

picture below was taken by 

Sheila Robins of FOSC on her 

training day.  

Task Leader and Light Power Tool Training 

With a most generous 
grant from the Manchester 
Airport Community Fund, plus 
monies raised from their own 
events in the Park, the Friends 
of Torkington Park have this 
year funded two pieces of 
outdoor Gym Equipment. 

These two units, a cycle 
and a rowing machine were 
chosen after consultation with 

a number of park users and 
Council experts, and they are 
intended to widen the range 
an appeal of the park’s play 
equipment. 

Designed for youngsters 
through to adults, and suita-
ble for the less physically able, 
they have been installed close 
by the children’s play area so 
that parents can watch over 

their little ones whilst they 
themselves burn off the calo-
ries. 

It is expected that other 
Park users including runners 
will also take advantage of the 
new facilities which have 
been installed by a Council 
contractor.  

Torkington Park thanks 
Manchester Airport. 

New Gym Equipment installed in Torkington Park 
Funded by Manchester Airport and the Friends of Torkington Park 



The Mayor and Mayoress of 
Stockport visited the new 
display installed in Stockport 
Museum around the theme of 
Death & Burial, showcasing the 
work of voluntary group 
Friends of Stockport 
Cemeteries (FOSC). 

In 2013, the group attracted 
Heritage Lottery Funding to 
restore one of the grandest 
memorials at Willow Grove in 
Reddish where the monument 
once stood in prime position in 
the cemetery.  

Through the project 
information was collated about 
Susannah herself and other 
discoveries were made - large 
numbers of people had been 
buried in public graves 

(communal graves without a 
grave marker). In one public 
grave there were 28 children 
and 6 adults buried in a six 
month period. This paints a 
picture of life when children 
died very young and many 
families struggled to afford the 
cost of a funeral. 

Sheila Robins, Secretary of 
FOSC and Project Manager, 
said: “We were thrilled to 
receive the support of the 
Heritage Lottery Fund for this 
project.”   This display gives an 
insight to what we have 
discovered and leaves a legacy 
for future generations 

Councillor Martin Candler, 
Stockport Council’s Executive 
Member for Supporting Places, 

said: “FOSC have provided 
fantastic research material 
which gives a new 
interpretation of the Victorian 
mourning objects in the 
museum collection. Objects 
have come out of storage to 
create a display that is relevant 
to the here and now. It’s a 
great showcase of the work 
volunteers.” 

Stockport Museum is open 
Tue – Sat 10am-5pm, Sun & 
Bank Holidays  11am -5pm. 
Admission is Free. Visit 
www.stockport.gov.uk/
stockportmuseum or call 0161 
474 4444. 

For more information on the 
Friends of Stockport 
Cemeteries, visit 

Mayor and Mayoress visit the new display in Stockport Museum  

The Mayor and Mayoress of Stockport Cllr Andrew Verdeille and Cleo Clundall with volun-
teers, members of FOSC, and  Stockport’s Curatorial Team 


